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B6arn should rue his impertinent defiance of Spain,
threatening to devastate France with fire and sword.
Mayenne had joined him with an inconsiderable
force, all that was left of the army of the League,

Biron urged the King to hasten to his assistance.
Henry, who left Paris on Maysoth reached Dijon on
June 4th, the very day on which the Constable of Cas-
tile was preparing to cross the Saone, which divided
the county from the duchy of Burgundy, the terri-
tory of the empire from that of France, at a little
town called Gray, eight leagues from Dijon.

The King and Biron determined to take up a
strong position at Lux, half way between Dijon and
Gray, with their infantry, and to delay with their
cavalry the advance of the enemy, till their position
was entrenched and the siege works round the citadel
of Dijon strengthened* Henry, who was without
any certain information of the Spaniard's movements,
sent Biron forward with a small detachment of cav-
alry to discover whether some troops reported by
his scouts to be advancing, were an isolated body of
cavalry or the advanced guard of Velasco's army.

After passing Fontaine Fran9aise, a village not far
from the frontier, Biron was met by an officer pre-
viously detached by the King, to discover the
enemy's position, who assured the Marshal that their
army was nowhere near; that the cavalry in front of
them were only some two hundred men with whom
he had been engaged. Upon this, Biron at once
sent word to Henry that he might safely advance,
and himself hurried forward with his men, putting to
flight some fifty or sixty skirmishers whom he met